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SNOHOMISH COUNTY 
CONSERVATION FUTURES PROGRAM ADVISORY BOARD 

 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
December 20, 2016 

3:00 – 5:00 P.M. 
Snohomish County Parks Administration Building 

6705 Puget Park Drive, Snohomish, WA 
 

 
Members Present: County Council Chair Terry Ryan (Chair), County Executive Representative 
Lisa Dulude, Large City Representative & City of Mukilteo Council Member Randy Lord, Small 
City Representative and Town of Woodway Mayor Carla Nichols, Community Representative Ann 
Boyce, Community Representative Dan Bartelheimer,  
 
Members Excused/Absent: County Council Member Sam Low. 
 
Staff: Dianne Bailey and Sharon Swan 
 
Guests Present: David Bain (Vice President, Friends of North Creek Forest), Adam Draper (Staff 
Attorney, Forterra), Carolyn Eslick (Mayor, City of Sultan), Wendi Hale (Re/Max Broker), John 
Keates (Parks & Recreation Director, City of Bothell), Deborah Knight (City Administrator, City of 
Stanwood), Amy Lucas (Senior Planner, Snohomish County Department of Parks and Recreation), 
Michael McGuiness (Public Works Supervisor, Snohomish County Surface Water Management), 
Charlie Raines (Forest Conservation Director, Forterra), Bob Rotabaugh (Vice President, Shelton 
View Forest Stewardship Association), Cheryl Stanford (President, Shelton View Forest 
Stewardship Association), Tom Teigen (Director, Snohomish County Department of Parks and 
Recreation), Jane Typolt (Land Owner) and Ken Walker (City Administrator, City of Sultan) 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER  
            
Chair Ryan called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. 
 

B. INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS   
  
Board members introduced themselves and Tom Teigen introduced himself and Board staff.     
   

C. DISCUSS 2017 BOARD CHAIR & VICE CHAIR   
        
Board discussed selection of Chair and Vice Chair for 2017 and decided to wait until first meeting of 
the year to make selections.  Chair Terry Ryan confirmed that County Council Member Sam Low will 
be serving on the Board.   
 

D. PUBLIC COMMENT    
                   
A number of members of the audience provided public comment: 
 

1. John Keates, Parks & Recreation Director, City of Bothell – Mr. Keates provided 
information about property in North Bothell, referred to as the Shelton View Forest 
(handout provided and attached).  The property totals 42.5 acres and is a combination of 
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land owned by Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and a private 
owner.  The property has been identified for surplus (DNR) and development (private 
ownership) and the City is interested in acquiring the property and preserving it for open 
space and recreation.  Mr. Keates indicated that the City is seeking funding for 
acquisition of the private ownership first and would apply for Conservation Futures 
funding when a grant round is opened.  Acquisition cost of the two properties together is 
anticipated to be between $2.5 - $3.5 million for the property.   
 

2. Bob Rotabaugh, Vice President, Shelton View Forest Stewardship Association – Mr. 
Rotabaugh spoke in support of the Shelton View Forest project and noted that both land 
owners are willing sellers.   
 

3. Cheryl Stanford, President, Shelton Forest View Stewardship Association – Ms. Stanford 
spoke in support of the Shelton View project. 

 
4. David Bain, Vice President, Friends of North Creek Forest – Mr. Bain thanked the 

Conservation Futures Board for support of previous project and asked for support of the 
Shelton View Forest project.  Mr. Bain emphasized the value of the property as quiet 
space and the urgency to acquire as DNR plans to surplus the property if not acquired 
and the adjacent 16.5 acres will be developed for homes.   

 
5. Adam Draper, Staff Attorney, Forterra – Mr. Draper introduced Charlie Raines to provide 

an overview of the Lake Serene Trail project. 
 

6. Charlie Raines, Forest Conservation Director, Forterra – Mr. Raines provided an 
overview of the Lake Serene Trail property, which totals 190 acres and is currently 
owned by the Weyhaeuser company (handout provided and attached).  The property 
contains approximately ½ mile of the Lake Serene Trail, which crosses the property 
without any formal agreement/easement.  The remainder of the trail is located on Forest 
Service property.  The Weyhaeuser property is mixed forest and will be logged at some 
point.  Acquisition is proposed to secure trail use and protect the property for open 
space.  Mr. Raines added that the property, if secured, could also potentially traded with 
the Forest Service for another property near Index, which has potential for managed 
camping and access to the Index climbing wall.  Estimated property cost could be $1.5 
million and Forterra will be seeking funding sources for acquisition in the coming year.  If 
Conservation Futures funding is utilized for a portion of the project, it would be focused 
on protecting the trail access.   

 
7. Deborah Knight, City Administrator, City of Stanwood – Ms. Knight spoke in support of 

the City of Sultan’s funding request and also provided information to the Board about an 
acquisition the City is interested in pursuing, near the recent Ovenell acquisition.  The 
Johnson Farm is 180 acres and provides access to Skagit Bay and is in close proximity 
to land managed by the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife.  Ms. Knight 
expressed appreciation to the Board for past funding support.   

 
E. PROGRAM FUND BALANCE 

         
Ms. Bailey provided the Board with an update on the current fund balance and anticipated balance 
at the end of the year.  Accounting for projects which have funding committed and other program 
expenses, $2,658,981 is anticipated to be available at the end of the year.   
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F. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE BOARD  
      

a. City of Stanwood – recommendation from the Board to amend the Conservation Futures 
Easement for Ovenell property 
 
Ms. Bailey summarized a request from the City of Stanwood to amend the Conservation 
Easement for the Ovenell property, in order to provide additional time to rebuild buildings 
removed from the site.  The easement currently allows eighteen months from the time of 
building demolition to replacement, otherwise rebuilding is not allowed.  City 
Administrator Deborah Knight explained that the City is seeking to remove a building due 
to safety concerns, but does not have funding yet to replace it.  The City is asking for the 
timeline for rebuilding be extended to seven years. 
 
Board Member Carla Nichols moved to recommend amendment to the Ovenell property 
Conservation Easement to allow up to seven years for replacement of removed 
buildings. Board Member Randy Lord seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  

 
b. City of Sultan – recommendation from the Board for allocation of approximately 

$200,000 in additional funding for the Sultan River Nature Trail 
 

Mayor Eslick and City Administrator Ken Walker presented a request to the Board for 
$200,000 to acquire property in support of the Sultan River Nature Trails project, which 
was previously supported by the Board. Mayor Eslick explained that the project was 
recently awarded state funding to complete trail construction, which included a 
pedestrian bridge over a river channel.  The cost of this improvement and restrictions on 
bridge placement however make new bridge construction infeasible.  An existing bridge 
on an adjacent property was identified as an alternative and the property owner is a 
willing seller.  The City of Sultan is asking for funding to acquire this property so that the 
trail project can move forward.  The City had completed their earlier acquisition project 
for less than the Conservation Futures award and returned money to fund balance.   
 
Board Member Randy Lord moved to recommend allocation of $200,000 to the City of 
Sultan for acquisition of property for the Sultan River Nature Trail.  Board Member Carla 
Nichols seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 

 
c. Snohomish County Parks Department - recommendation from the Board for allocation of 

approximately $69,000 for the Portage Creek addition 
 
Amy Lucas, Senior Planner for the Snohomish County Department of Parks & 
Recreation, presented a request for funding to acquire 17.6 acres adjacent to the 
Portage Creek County Park.  The property is currently for sale and is accessed through 
Portage Creek Park, via a shared use gravel road.  The road has been increasingly wet 
in recent years due to beaver activity and associated flooding and reconstruction of the 
road would require a Biological Evaluation, hydrologic modifications and some level of 
construction.  Portage Creek Park is considered a wildlife area and the preference is for 
the site to continue renaturalizing.  $69,000 is requested for acquisition and closing 
costs.  Tom Teigen emphasized that the acquisition is time sensitive due to the risk 
associated with another buyer securing the property and requiring road improvements. 
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Chair Terry Ryan moved to recommend allocation of $69,000 to Snohomish County 
acquisition of the Portage Creek addition property.  Board Member Randy Lord 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-1.  

 
G. DISCUSSION ITEMS                

a. Snohomish County Surface Water Management – update to the Board regarding use of 
$100,000 currently budgeted for purchase of development rights 

 
Michael McGuiness presented an update to the Board on funding held in support of the 
Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) program.  Ms. Bailey provided background on 
the program and previous allocation, which was used to acquire development rights in 
the Tualco Valley area.  Following completion of the acquisitions, $100,000 was held for 
potential future projects and the remainder was returned to fund balance and reallocated 
for other projects.  Mr. McGuiness indicated to the board that the remaining $100,000 is 
planned to be utilized to acquire easements in the French Creek watershed within the 
next year or two.  Ms. Bailey reminded the Board that recommendations for PDR and 
Transfer of Development Rights projects are handled by the Snohomish County 
Department of Planning and Development Services and funding for these programs can 
be identified for distribution from the Conservation Futures Fund by County Council. 

 
b. Potential 2017 grant round 

 
The Board decided to open a competitive grant round in 2017.  The grant process will be 
used to identify projects for recommendation of funding support.  The Board decided to 
release the grant request in early January (before January 10th), distributing 
announcements to cities, towns and other eligible entities.  Applications will be due 
March 1st and the Board will meet the last week of March to review applications and 
conduct other Board business.  Applicants will have no more than 15 minutes to make 
presentations.  A request was made for the code basis used to prioritize projects for 
funding and also a copy of the grant application.  Staff will provide this material to Board 
Members and also send out a survey to select a date for the March meeting. 

 
H. SET DATE & TIME FOR JANUARY REGULAR MEETING                       

 
The Board decided to hold the next meeting in the last week of March to review grant applications, 
elect Chair and Vice Chair and conduct other Board business. 
 

I. COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD                  
 
Board Member Dan Bartelheimer noted that the process utilized by the Board to identify projects for 
funding is not necessarily the best for supporting agriculture.  Mr. Bartelheimer suggested that the 
Board work with the Agriculture Board to develop a better way to preserve agricultural land.  There 
was general support for this idea. 
 

J. ADJOURN           
 
Chair Ryan adjourned the meeting at 5:05 p.m. 
 
Attachments: 
 Shelton View Forest handouts 
 Lake Serene handout 
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 Ovenell Park handouts 
 Sultan Nature Trail handouts 
 Portage Creek Wildlife Reserve handouts & presentation 



















































































Snohomish County Parks – Typolt Addition to Portage Creek
Conservations Futures Board Meeting
December 20, 2016

• Additional beaver 
dams and channel 
collapse may be 
present on public and 
private properties

• Full biological survey 
needed to determine 
cause(s) of flooding
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Snohomish County 
Parks and Recreation 
PCWR – Typolt Addition Request 

Creative Ventures and the Typolts. All 3 owners share the responsibility of maintenance and 
repair of the access road.  

Slide 11 – Currently the southern access road is inaccessible due to flooding from My Creek 
and the wetlands and ponds on the southeastern portion of the Portage Creek Wildlife Reserve. 
Parks Staff visited the site in August along with Natural Resources staff from the City of 
Arlington and the Stillaguamish Tribe. Compare the top picture from the site visit with a picture 
from the same location in 2009 in the bottom left corner. 

Slide 12 – Staff found evidence of beaver trails, and evidence of a beaver dam in the bog and 
creek. During the visit, field staff was forced to wade through 3 feet of water along the access 
road which was flooded up to the southern intersection of the loop trail and bridge.  

Slide 13 – Flooding was also evident north of the wetland complex on the Typolt Property and 
field staff observed wetland plants, amphibians and standing water in the stream bed of Portage 
Creek. Several beavers were later captured on a trail camera that was installed by the 
Stillaguamish Tribe.  

Slide 14 – Subsequent GIS aerial research shows possible collapse of ditches and channels 
once maintained for agricultural use. Some of these channels may also have beaver dams 
located within them as piles of branches, leaves and mud were observed where water was still 
flowing, and beaver trails were apparent in the vegetation.  

Slide 15 – Aerial Imagery from 2003, 2007, 2012 and 2016 

Slide 16 – Parks is working with the Stillaguamish Tribe to repair pond control structures and 
the tribe has attempted to trap and relocate beavers in the area with no success. They will 
resume trapping activity in the Spring for a beaver program they have implemented to combat 
the watershed effects of Climate Change. Without a complete biological survey on public and 
private properties, natural resource and parks staff cannot guarantee that flooding of the access 
road will not continue. 

Slide 17 – Acquiring the Typolt parcel as an addition to the Portage Creek Wildlife sanctuary fits 
the goals and criteria of Snohomish County as it preserves former agricultural land as open 
space. The parcel will be an addition to a larger park system that provides both ecological and 
recreation benefits to the residents of North Snohomish County and the City of Arlington and will 
bring Portage Creek Wildlife Reserve to a total of 175 acres. The entire site of the Portage 
Creek Wildlife Reserve is slowly being restored to its natural ecological functions and adding the 
Typolt parcel will protect and allow the same processes to occur on an additional 17 acres of a 
complex wetland and creek system.  
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